
LIFE-LIGHT FOR ALL
RONDY SMITH

The stories were so dark. Yet, the women 
telling them were so full of light. Hope does 
this. Love does this. Faith does this.  These 
women had met their Life-Light, Jesus Christ!

Because of the truth found in John 1:5, 
the horrific darkness they lived for years 
as sex slaves, sold over and over to lustful 
strangers by greedy violent traffickers, had not 
overcome them. They were survivors being 
restored to the abundant life their Creator 
had intended for them from the beginning. 
These women had been rescued from the 
dominion of darkness and brought into the 
glorious kingdom of the Son, our Life-Light! 
(Colossians 1:12-14)

John proclaims that Jesus, the Son, the 
Living Word was there from the beginning, 
hovering with the Spirit and the Father in 
triune relationship, reigning over the chaos 
of darkness. In that first act of creation, the 
first word of the Word was “Let there be light” 
(Genesis 1:3). Never again would darkness rule 
and reign in chaos as it did before the light 
entered and ordered the world!! 

John declares this Light is the very essence of 
life. He assures that this Light is for all of us!

To all, life Thou 
givest—to both great 
and small; In all life 
Thou livest-the true 
Life of all.
“Immortal, Invisible, God 
Only Wise” by Walter 
Chalmers Smith

May God himself, 
the God of peace, 
sanctify you 
through and 
through. May 
your whole spirit, 
soul and body be 
kept blameless at 
the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
(1 Thessalonians 
5:23).

Please pray:
That many people in 
American Samoa will come 
to know Christ and receive 
the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit.
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MON.
February

24

John 1:1-13 In him was life, and that life was the light of 
all mankind (John 1:4).



LIGHT THE WAY
RONDY SMITH

John the Baptist’s single mission was to light 
the way for the coming of the Light of the 
world. In the ancient tradition of Isaiah’s day, 
John was the servant appointed to issue the 
clarion call that the king was coming. He was 
to prepare the way for the people to receive 
the king by removing any stumbling blocks or 
barriers that stood in the way.

Do we recognize our own mission? It is exactly 
the same as John’s. We are still the voice calling 
out, pointing the way to Jesus. We should be 
working to clear the way for everyone to receive 
Him.

Sometimes it seems we are littering the path 
with barriers and stumbling stones rather 
than removing them. Recall Jesus’ words in 
Matthew 23:13, “Woe to you, teachers of the 
law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut 
the door of the kingdom of heaven in people’s 
faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you 
let those enter who are trying to.” 

Are we clearing the path and lighting the way 
for those in the wilderness to find the king? 
Or are we cluttering the path, making it more 
difficult for them to find their way to Jesus?  
Search our hearts, Lord.

Send the proclamation 
over vale and hill. ‘Tis 
a loving Father calls 
the wand’rer home: 
“Whosoever will may 
come.”
“Whosoever Will” by Philip 
P. Bliss

The people walking 
in darkness have 
seen a great light; 
on those living in 
the land of deep 
darkness a light has 
dawned (Isaiah 9:2).

Please pray:
For the development 
of Christian leaders in 
American Samoa.

6

TUES.
February
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John 1:14-23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the 
prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the 
Lord’” (John 1:23).



REVEAL THE LIGHT
RONDY SMITH

Look! This is the one I was talking about. The 
reason I came was that He might be revealed. 
I have seen and I testify: This is God’s Chosen 
One.   

John models our simple testimony. Be excited 
to talk about Jesus. Point Him out whenever 
you can. Let people know that it is your life 
aim to reveal Him to the world.  Tell what 
you have seen. Be confident to share what you 
know to be true. Jesus is God’s Chosen One. 
The sacrifice who takes away the whole world’s 
sin.  

Light that beautiful, that powerful cannot be 
hidden.  It must be revealed, in us and by us. 
That is His desire.  No wonder Jesus said of 
John, “I tell you, among those born of women 
there is no one greater than John” (Luke 7:28). 
Nevertheless, Jesus finished that statement 
with this thought: “Yet the one who is least in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he” (v. 28).  
That lifted John’s mission, to get people into 
the kingdom of God, higher than John. John 
revealed his understanding of that by saying, 
“He must become greater; I must become less” 
(John 3:30).  

May we replicate John’s humble example.

We’ve a story to tell to 
the nations . . . a story 
of peace and light.
“We’ve a Story to Tell to 
the Nations” by H. Ernest 
Nichol

I do not hide your 
righteousness 
in my heart; I 
speak of your 
faithfulness and 
your saving help. 
I do not conceal 
your love and your 
faithfulness from 
the great assembly 
(Psalm 40:10).

Please pray:
That many people in 
Australia will come to 
know Christ and receive the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit.
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26

John 1:24-34 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward 
him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29).



EXPOSE OUR HEARTS
RONDY SMITH

Paul says true apostles must be open to a full 
heart examination (1 Corinthians 4:2). He 
explains this examination comes from the 
Lord himself, the only right judge, if we will 
but wait before Him. “He will bring to light 
what is hidden in darkness and will expose 
motives of the heart” (v. 4:5b). 

We have to allow this kind of examination, 
even desire it. It comes with intentionality. The 
Prayer of Examen is a spiritual exercise developed 
by St. Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556). It is a way 
of reviewing each day with God, intent upon 
examining our need for forgiveness, healing, 
reconciliation, and recommitment.  I invite you 
to pray this portion:

“Where do I recognize God’s presence? Where 
was God’s Spirit touching me or someone 
else? In my thoughts and actions, when was 
I the most Christ-like? When did I fall short? 
I trust and receive God’s forgiveness for 
any actions that may have been uncaring or 
harmful to other people, creation, or myself. 
I look forward to tomorrow, with a decision 
to be more conscious; to be more aware of 
God’s presence living within me and to act and 
respond as the Lord Jesus would.”*

* Accessed on 7/29/2019 at https://archive.org/stream/
THEROADTOIBASHO-LVH-LVNV- 
PASTORSRESOURCES-WORDPDF/pastors-and-leaders-field-
guide_djvu.txt.

Search me, O God, 
and know my heart 
today.
“Cleanse Me” by J. Edwin 
Orr

But seek first his 
kingdom and his 
righteousness, and 
all these things will 
be given to you as 
well  
(Matthew 6:33).

Please pray:
For the development 
of Christian leaders in 
Australia.
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THURS.
February

27

1 Corinthians 
4:1-13

He will bring to light what is hidden in 
darkness and will expose the motives of the 
heart. (1 Cor. 4:5b).



QUALIFIED HEIRS
RONDY SMITH

I listened intently as each man stood, rattled 
off his prison number, his sentence, and the 
nature of his crime, usually with bowed head. 
Two shared their stories in detail, punctuated 
in the end by this powerful declarative 
statement: Don’t follow me!  Most of these 
men were serving life sentences without the 
possibility of parole—the vilest offenders. Yet, 
these men glowed with the radiance of Christ’s 
incredulous pardon for them! They had found 
their hope! They now yearned to “live a life 
worthy of the Lord and please him in every 
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing 
in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10). 

These men were members of the Christian 
organization PAIICE:  Prisoners Actively 
Involved In Community Endeavors. I was 
there, behind bars, to speak at their prayer 
breakfast; yet in a surprising turn of events 
they were the ministers that day. I was the 
humble recipient of grace overflowing from 
their faith and love.  

I have never given more “joyful thanks to the 
Father” for qualifying a group of brothers to 
“share in the inheritance of his holy people in 
the kingdom of light” (v. 12). To God be the 
glory, great things He hath done!

The vilest offender 
who truly believes, 
That moment from 
Jesus a pardon 
receives.
“To God Be the Glory” by 
Fanny J. Crosby

Which of these 
three do you think 
was a neighbor to 
the man who fell 
into the hands of 
robbers? . . . The 
one who had mercy 
on him  
(Luke 10:36a, 37).

Please pray:
For the faculty and students 
as they prepare for Christian 
ministry in Australia.
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Colossians 1:1-14 And giving joyful thanks to the Father, who 
has qualified you to share in the inheritance 
of his holy people in the kingdom of light 
(Col. 1:12).



ENTER THE LIGHT
RONDY SMITH

Leave darkness behind. Enter the glorious 
light! We are chosen. God is calling us out of 
the darkness. 

Step out of the shadows and into His 
marvelous light. Don’t disobey the message for 
which you were destined! Second Peter 1:19 
urges that this is a completely reliable message, 
“and you will do well to pay attention to it, 
as to a light shining in a dark place, until the 
day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts.”  Trust this message. Wrestle with it 
until you find the victory of assurance that will 
rise in your heart like an overcoming peace. 
“His divine power has given us everything we 
need for a godly life through our knowledge 
of him who called us by his own glory and 
goodness. Through these he has given us 
his very great and precious promises, so that 
through them you may participate in the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
in the world caused by evil desires” (2 Peter 1:3-
4).

Friends, it’s time we grow up in our salvation. 
We’ve tasted that the Lord is good. Why are we 
waiting to step into the full light of holiness?

Let us not grow weary 
in the work of love, 
Send the light!
“Send the Light” by Charles 
H. Gabriel

Lord, you alone are 
my portion and my 
cup; you make my 
lot secure  
(Psalm 16:5).

Please pray:
That many people in Tonga 
will come to know Christ 
and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.
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1 Peter 2:1-10 But you are a chosen people, . . . that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out 
of darkness into his wonderful light  
(1 Pet. 2:9).



LIGHT HAS DAWNED
RONDY SMITH

What an opening line in our scripture today! 
“There will be no more gloom for those who 
were in distress” (9:1a). Distress is all too 
common these days. The amount of doom and 
gloom people are feeling is overwhelming. I’ve 
never pastored a more stressed out, anxious, 
and depressed people.  

There is no apt description for the sensation 
of relief when that cloud of hopelessness 
is lifted. Isaiah’s phrase comes close: “You 
have shattered the yoke that burdens them” 
(v. 4).  That is my deepest prayer! That the 
choking, heavy burdens my people carry will be 
shattered in the indescribable, unapproachable 
light of His dawning!  

“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he 
said, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life’” (John 8:12). We can walk 
in that bright illumination today. We do not 
have to wait for the cloud of our circumstances 
to move; His light transcends our current 
situation. First John 2:8 reminds us that “the 
darkness is passing and the true light is already 
shining.” 

Jesus has already conquered sin and darkness. 
He is already reigning in light. We are children 
of the light.

Holy Spirit, Light 
Divine, Shine upon 
this heart of mine. 
Chase the shades of 
night away; Turn my 
darkness into day.
“Holy Spirit, Light Divine” 
by Andrew Reed

For the grace of 
God has appeared 
that offers salvation 
to all people  
(Titus 2:11).

Please pray:
For the development of 
Christian leaders in Tonga.
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1

Isaiah 9:1-7 The people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned (Isa. 9:2).


