Leader’s
Guide

Two is better than
one. Discover how
far Ruth will go to
make sure Naomi
isn’t by herself. Journey to Bethlehem
and witness how God
places people in our
lives to help us when
times are hard.

Before You Explore

So, choose your Exploration Stations,
practice the story,
gather supplies, and
set up your classroom. It’s time to go
exploring!



Find Table Tent Cards
and Play-Doh Mats at
FoundryLeader.com.
Password:
Week 1

Ruth 1—4
Ruth
Week 1

The Basic Supplies








Discovery Guide for each kiddo
Story Cards
Eureka! Jr. Stamps
Eureka! DVD or CD
DVD or CD player
Paper and markers

Exploration Station Supplies






Magnet
 Various sizes and shapes of magnets
Let’s See! Story
 Story Cards, 1-8
Picture the Story
 Discovery Guides and crayons
Sculpt the Story
 Play-Doh
Build the Story
 Blocks or building bricks
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1 Here We Go!




Treasure Map! Hide the Kai and Scout cards from the Story Card deck. Give your
kids a treasure map to help them discover where the cards are hidden.
Option: Hide the Kai and Scout cards from the Story Card deck. Have kids try to ﬁnd
the cards when they arrive.
Play The Come Along Song from the Eureka! Jr. DVD or CD. Invite kids to come to
your gathering spot (at a table, on the ﬂoor, etc.).

2 What’s That Word?





Show the Bible picture from page 1 of this lesson. Invite kids to ﬁnd the hidden word
in the picture. Say loyal out loud as a class. (Option: Pass out the Discovery Guides
(DG) now and let kids ﬁnd the hidden word in the picture on their own DG.)
Chat about the word. Does anyone know what loyal means?
 Loyal is a word to describe trusting and loving relationships.
 Someone who is loyal puts other people’s needs before their own.
 Someone who is loyal keeps their promises. This person is reliable and faithful
in words and actions.
 Someone who is loyal never gives up on someone, even when times are hard.
When we explore our story later today, listen for the word loyal.

3 Remember Verse





Invite everyone to stand up. Play the Remember
Verse Video for Psalm 100:5 on the Eureka! Jr.
DVD. (Find descriptions of the motions on
FoundryLeader.com.)
Ask for volunteers to say the verse from memory.
“For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through all generations.”
Psalm 100:5 (NIV)

4 Happy & Sad


Invite kids to share something happy and not-so-happy that happened this past
week. Pray together.

5 Explore the Story
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Invite kids to prepare themselves to listen to this week’s passage. Gather them to a
place where they can all see the spot where you will be laying out the cards.
Play the Let’s See! Bible Story audio from the Eureka! Jr. DVD or CD while you set
out the cards, as directed in the pictures on page 3.
Option: Read (or have another adult read) the Let’s See! Bible Story script on page
3 and place the cards out as directed in the pictures.

Week 1

Explore the Story
Let’s See! Bible Story

= Place a card
= Remove a card
= Move a card

Naomi, her husband, and two sons lived in Bethlehem. Bad times hit
this family when a famine left them with no food. They made the hard
decision to leave their home and travel to a foreign city named Moab in
hopes of a better life. In Moab, Naomi’s sons got married to Ruth and
Orpah.
Unfortunately, bad times continued to follow them. Naomi’s husband
Naomi was sad and angry. She felt as if God
and her two sons died.
didn’t care about her. I wonder, does God ever quit caring about us?
She was left with nothing and decided it was time to move back to
Bethlehem. She looked at her two daughters-in-law and realized she
couldn’t provide for them. “Go home,” she told them. Naomi knew their
best chance for starting over was to return to their families’ homes.
Through tears and hugs, Orpah said goodbye and walked away in the
opposite direction.
But Ruth held on tightly to Naomi. She refused to listen to Naomi’s advice. I wonder why? Ruth loved Naomi so much that she was willing to
She promised to remain loyal
do whatever it took to take care of her.
to Naomi her entire life. Naomi realized Ruth wasn’t going to leave, and
she had to smile. They packed their things and silently began their trip
back toward Bethlehem.
Once they were back in Bethlehem, Ruth began looking for food.
She’d wake up early and head to the wheat fields to collect small grains
Ruth worked hard following behind the workers, picking up
of wheat.
whatever scraps and leftover pieces she could find. I wonder how much
grain she was able to collect?
Boaz, the owner of the field, noticed Ruth. He was amazed at her
hard work. He asked the workers about Ruth. The workers told him the
sad tale about Naomi and how Ruth was working hard to provide for
her. Boaz wanted to help her. He told his workers to be extra kind and
He instructed them to drop extra wheat on
generous toward Ruth.
the ground so that Ruth could have more than enough food.
Naomi was surprised when she saw how much grain Ruth carried
home in her basket! Ruth told Naomi about Boaz’s kindness. As Ruth
was talking, Naomi realized something amazing. I wonder what it was?
Boaz was a distant member of their family! As a family member, Boaz
could provide more than just grain. He could provide a home for them
by marrying Ruth. Naomi told Ruth to meet Boaz later that evening.
Ruth knelt by Boaz’s feet to ask for help. As they talked, Boaz
He decided to ask Ruth to marry him. He hoped to start a
smiled.
new family with her. With Boaz’s act of love and loyalty, Ruth and Naomi could start building a new life. They would have a new family!
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6 What’s This Say about God & Us?





I wonder why this story is important?
I wonder what we can learn from this story?
I wonder if Ruth was scared to travel with Naomi to Bethlehem?
I wonder what Ruth thought about when she was deciding if she should stay
with Naomi?

7 Exploration Stations






Introduce the Exploration Stations you’ll be doing. Review your rules for the Exploration Stations (quiet voices, share items, etc.).
 Magnet Station: Explore how the magnets stick together. As you do this, think
about Ruth and Naomi’s relationship. What choices did Ruth make to “stick” to
Naomi? How does God “stick” with us? What are you learning about God and
your relationships with other people?
 Let’s See! Story Station: Re-create the story with the Story Cards.
 Picture the Story Station: Color the picture on your Discovery Guide.
 Sculpt the Story Station: Use Play-Doh to make something from the story.
 Build the Story Station: Use the blocks to build something from the story.
Invite kids to choose which station they go to. Kids can stay at one or visit multiple stations.
As kids play, visit each station and ask questions about their play and how it relates to the story.
Allow 15-20 minutes to explore. Announce when it’s almost time to stop. Bring
kids back to the gathering area before cleaning up.

8 Share Your Discovery





Invite kids to share what they discovered about the Bible story. Share what you
discovered as you interacted with the kids.
Remind kids to use their Discovery Guide to keep exploring at home. Pray as a
group, thanking God for leading their discoveries.
Use a Eureka! Jr. Stamp to stamp each kid’s Discovery Guide to show that they
completed today’s expedition.
Play Tidy-Up Song from the Eureka! Jr. DVD or CD as the kids clean up the room.

9 Goodbye Blessing
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Using the other Eureka! Jr. Stamp, stamp each child’s
hand as you share the following blessing with each one.
 Go today knowing that God will never leave you
alone, in good times or in bad. Think about the
people in your life who are loyal and care for your
needs. Thank God for these people!

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©
1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. www.
zondervan.com The “NIV” and “New International Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and
Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.®
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