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Many People are Excited About Jesus

One starry night, shepherds were watching over their 

sheep in the darkness. An angel came to them and the 

shepherds were very afraid! The angel was from God and 

came to give them a special message.

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! My message is good 

news for all people everywhere! Today, a wonderful baby 

has been born. He has come to save the world! If you go 

look, you will see the baby wrapped warm and safe. He is in 

a barn and sleeping in a manger. A manger is where the hay 

for the animals is kept! His name is Jesus.”

Suddenly, there were many, many angels filling the sky 

and they were singing beautifully, “Glory to God and peace 

to all people!”

As soon as the angels left, the shepherds said, “Let us 

hurry! We want to go see Jesus!” When they got to the barn, 

they saw Jesus, his mother Mary, and his father Joseph, just 

like the angels said. They were so happy! They praised and 

thanked God!

When baby Jesus was eight days old, his parents 

brought him to the temple courts. There was someone 

waiting there who was excited to see Jesus. His name was 

Simeon. Simeon was very close to God and he knew Jesus 

would bring joy and peace to all people. When Simeon met 

Jesus, he held the baby in his arms and praised and thanked 

God!

There was also an old lady who lived in the temple 

courts. Her name was Anna. She told everyone what God 

told her. She loved God with all her heart and knew Jesus 

was a special baby. She was excited Jesus had arrived, 

too. She was so excited that she told everyone about how 

Jesus had come to save them! As soon as she saw Jesus, she 

praised and thanked God!

After Simeon and Anna had seen Jesus, his parents 

took him home. Jesus continued to grow.

There were also wise men that saw a special star and 

followed it to Jerusalem. It took them a long time. It was 

maybe even two years! When they got there, they asked, 

“Where is the special baby who was born to be the king? 

We saw his star and we want to bring him gifts.” They heard 

about Jesus and they came to worship him.

Some people were not glad Jesus had come. King 

Herod was not glad. King Herod was jealous. King Herod 

tried to trick the wise men. The king said, “When you find 

Jesus, tell me where he is. I want to worship him too!” But 

King Herod planned to hurt Jesus.

The wise men followed the star until it finally stopped 

above the place where Jesus was. They were so excited! 

They went in and found Jesus with his mother, Mary. They 

bowed down and worshiped him. They opened their 

treasures and gave him gifts. They saw the star. They knew 

this star meant that Jesus had come as a new king, so they 

worshiped him.

Do you remember what King Herod asked the wise 

men to do? The wise men knew from a dream that King 

Herod was trouble, and they didn’t want to put Jesus in 

danger. So when they found Jesus, they did not tell the mean 

king where they found him. They left and took the long trip 

home to their country a different way so that King Herod 

could not find them.
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“My heart leaps for joy and I will give thanks to him in song.” Psalm 28:7b
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