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“The weak can never for €ss i
attribute of the strong.”
-Mahatma Gar 2A pny s,o0ym suoswos aAlbio} 0} 8|qissod sAemie 1 S|
“The practice of forgiveness is the most
important contribution to the healing of ¢enibioy noA pia ¢ uanibioy nok sie
the world.”
-Marianne Williamson _ i d
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What do the following things have in common?
The Holocaust ¢NoA uny jeyl uosiad ise| oyl Sem OUp\
Virginia Tech
People with children who divorce  onlBioL 01 Lesw leot T
Drunk drivers ¢ONDIG; O} i P 1EUM
9/11
Talk about these events for a while. Consid OW muck
pain has been caused. Put yourself in thes:
How can the victims of these events find fre
the pain?
Fold Here
The Beginning of the story....from Corrie Boc 2 Hic Place”
Corrie ten Boom lived in the Netherlands during the Ne Hor home became a place of refuge, in God’s name, for Jews trying to escape Nazi
persecution. When a fellow Dutchman turned her over to tiie ! father, and her sister were sent to a concentration camp. Ten days after
their arrival, Corrie’s father died. She and her sister were moved two more samp worse than the last. Finally, her beloved sister died. Corrie
was finally released by an error in her paperwork, just days before her age group nihilated.
Years later, Corrie was delivering a sermon on forgivenes Junich. In
the crowd, she spied one of the guards who had been d her sister’s tormentors.

One glimpse of his uniform hurled her back in time, anc
frame again, the ribs nearly poking through the skin.

This man approached Corrie and said, “You mentioned Ravensbruck in your talk. | was
a guard there. But since that time,” he went on, “| have become a Christian. | know i
God has forgiven me for the cruel things | did there, but | would like to hear it

lips as well. Fraulein, ...” his hand came out, ... “will you forgive me?”

What would you do? What would you say to him? Wh: oriie t (o]
forgive this man?

Share a story from your life when you have been forgiven muc!

How does forgiveness relate with love in your life?

The end of the story...

So what did Corrie do? She couldn’t do it. She coulc ke the pr uard’s ha 1d grant him forgiveness for what he’d done to her, her sister,
and countless others. But then she realized she had t ecause ¢ rself had red God'’s forgiveness, and because Jesus made our forgiveness
available on one condition—that we forgive others.

“Forgiveness is an act of the will,” she said, “and the wili egardle 1e temperature of the heart.” So she made the decision to forgive the
man and let her emotions catch up later. And they did.

Forgiveness is a choice.



Matthew 18:21-35
Psalm 130:1-5 .
Colossians 3:13-14

What do these scriptures tell us about forgiveness?

Write the situations in your life in forgive someone.

Write the situations in which you

Sometimes the hardest thing to'do is fo.fo,rp' selve ny things we-tend to screw Up. The shame and
guilt from our’sin turns'prayer into a broker ord of ¢ g'forgi >ss for the same sin.

Remember this: God forgave you the first you a: When ask again, He-doesn't-even remember what
you’re talking about.

“As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.” -'Psalm 103:12




